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BEST Academy (6-12) 
Date: December 10, 2020 Time: 5:30pm 
Location: https://atlantapublicschools-
us.zoom.us/j/87634999729?pwd=dnhzU3lCOGNFV0tQUUtyWkl3TUdDdz09 
I. Call to Order: Dr. Timothy Jones @ 5:46 p.m. 
II. Roll Call; Establish Quorum  
	Role 
	Name (or Vacant) 
	Present or Absent 

	Principal 
	Dr. Timothy  Jones 
	Present 

	Parent/Guardian 
	Mr. Eric Glover 
	Present 

	Parent/Guardian 
	Dr. Kenya Gilliard 
	Present 

	Parent/Guardian 
	Ms. Latonia Kurtz 
	Present 

	Instructional Staff 
	Ms. Ruquanda Epps-Primas 
	Present 

	Instructional Staff 
	Dr. Vernon Smart 
	Present 

	Instructional Staff 
	Dr. Bruce Williams 
	Present 

	Community Member 
	Mr. Keith Strickland 
	Present 

	Community Member 
	Mr. Randy Fling 
	Present 

	Swing Seat 
	Mr. Robert Williams 
	Present 

	Student (High Schools) 
	Mr. Robbie Colbert Jr. 
	Absent 


Quorum Established: Yes III. Action Items  
A. 
Approval of Agenda: Motion made by Mr. Glover; Seconded by Dr. Smart Members Approving:  
Members Opposing: N/A 
Members Abstaining: N/A 
Motion Passes 

B. 
Approval of Previous Minutes:  
Motion made by Mr. Glover; Seconded by Mr. Williams Members Approving:  
Members Opposing: N/A 
Members Abstaining: N/A 
Motion Passes 
C. 
SEL Activity: Dr. Jones facilitated an exercise to explore personal perspectives based upon the quote or phrase presented.  
IV. Discussion Items  
              Discussion Item 1: BEST Branding (Greatschools.org)   
Site Tour: 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.greatschool.org/" \h www.Greatschool.org 
Mr. Williams explained the importance of www.Greatschool.org. The idea of allowing students and parents to review this site as we approach recruitment could possibly make a difference. Currently the average for BEST is 3 out of 5 stars. The website is behind and not current. 
Parent Review 
With new reviews, this site would be an essential tool for recruitment.  Mr. Strickland suggested all board members should leave a response as well as students, staff, community members and stakeholders. A link will be provided for each member to complete. Parent Liaison will create rotations for robocalls and emails to encourage parents to initiate this campaign. Incentives were suggested for parent responses and competitions by grade level and partners will be contacted as well. Teachers will be addressed in a faculty meeting and Mr. Williams will screen shot now and then to compare.  As a parent, Glover shared, “There is a different level of commitment at BEST. That’s the story. The nurturing leaks into the classroom.” Minutes later, Strickland requested a zoom video collage that included sentence starters such as...” We love your student because…. or “We care about you and your family...” Dr. Jones stated, “A Special Call” meeting would be scheduled for faculty and staff on December 18 to allow staff members to complete the zoom collage. 
             Discussion Item 2:  Parent Engagement/Chris 180  
 
       Downloading APS Mobile App  
                      The video for the APS Mobile was reviewed by the members. Before we had the BEST app                         and push out correspondence 22% downloaded the app. They went out of business                        and we connected with APS and were redirected to upload a profile, stakeholders will be                          able to access just BEST for FREE! Mr. Williams sent the link to everyone in the chat and Dr.                         Jones sent the link as well via email. 
              Discussion Item 3:  Virtual Parent Center  
                     Members were provided a tour of the Class Master and an opportunity to access the app. In                          addition, the option to review the video to download mobile app and access new link. The                       school calendar, events and important information was accessed in the Virtual Parent  
                     Center. 
· Fresh Start Mondays (FSM) - Fresh Start Monday (FSM) was defined. Members were invited to attend advisements and FSM.  
· Asynchronous Wednesdays - For all intents and purposes, “Asynchronous Wednesday” offer students the option to deviate from the Asynchronous 
Schedule and participate in work sessions and tutoring is available. In addition, Asynchronous Wednesday offers a Targeted Intervention Program (TIP). This program is offered through Saturday school. If a student failed 2nd semester during the 2020-2021 school year at the start of the pandemic, they received an Incomplete (“I”). The school provided them with a Google Classroom and opportunities to master the skill. It was reported that Best Academy had a total of 89 Incompletes and now we currently have 59. TIP starts at 8:45 and end at 12 noon.  
                Discussion Item 4: Committees  
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
It was tabled that Item #3 be added to the next agenda.  It was motioned by                                          Mr. Glover and Seconded by Dr. Gilliard. 
II. Information Items   
A. Principal’s Report – APS Entry Plan  
APS is preparing for re-opening. We are focused on sited-based face to face and Atlanta 
Virtual Academy. All parents are being asked to complete Intent to Return form by December 21st. If not, students will be placed on virtual list.  You will need your student’s Id to complete this form on page 2.  The link can be found on the district’s home webpage. Beginning on February 1st - 6th, 9th, and 10th will be returning to campus if the family elected face to face.  On Feb 4th - 7th, 8th, 11th and 12th will return. Wednesdays will remain as asynchronous and campuses will be cleaned deeply on those days. 
III. Announcements   
A. Intent to Return – Survey due December 21st 
ADJOURNED AT: 6:55pm 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Minutes Taken By: Ms. Epps-Primas 
Position:  Vice-Chair 
Date Approved: December 11, 2020 
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